
 

 

 

 

 
 

October 2021 
 
Dear Parents,                     

October – The children have been enjoying many exciting activities, they have been 
painting, printing, loving lots of sensory experiences and will soon be embracing our 
Spider and Pumpkin week!  

Staffing news – Myself and Emma are continuing to cook! In fact we have been doing it 
on and off for so long now it seems like part of our normal role. We will continue to 
cook for the foreseeable future   

Nikki is sadly leaving us at the end of the month. She has decide to have a bit of a 
change and will be moving to Brainwave where she will be doing assessments, one to one 
with children, supporting families and completing administration; quite different from 
her present role. We know she will be fabulous and we wish her all the best. 

We have advertised for a senior to replace Nikki but are also advertising for a 
practitioner as our numbers have increased! If you know anyone please ask them to get 
in touch, or could you possibly share the adverts on your FB page, we would greatly 
appreciate it(the link is on the Abacus FB page).   

Sick Bug! -  Like most nurseries and schools in the area we have had a nasty sick bug at 
nursery. The ladies have been doing extra cleaning and the rooms are well ventilated so 
we are doing our best to stop the spread but please remember not to bring your little 
one back until they are 100% well (minimum 48 hours after last bout of sickness).  

Winter coats – please don’t forget the clocks are going back soon and winter is nearly 
upon us so your child will need to come in a warm winter coat each day, even if you come 
by car as we go outside every day, whatever the weather. Due to COVID we will be 
unable to have a supply of Nursery hats/gloves for your child to use, please provide a 
named set that can stay in your child’s nursery bag.   

What to Expect When – A parent’s guide  - This is a really lovely read and helps show 
how children develop and the different stages they will go through 
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffounda
tionyears.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F09%2FWhat-to-
expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-



compressed.pdf%3Futm_source%3DFoundation%2BYears%26utm_campaign%3D
63698a82dd-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_21_05_01_COPY_01%26utm_medium%3Demail%
26utm_term%3D0_8f9a6de061-63698a82dd-
321614049%26mc_cid%3D63698a82dd%26mc_eid%3D237092f93c%26fbclid
%3DIwAR0Y4HR7BU0h55AcDC1PPIbjB0t93q_pAKLX9dIk7Q7r9hTwEEgJYEN
G-
Fk&amp;data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb2ae4931f39740c07c0808d97ea5afa7%7C84d
f9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637680072660626357%7CUn
known%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI
6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fVQqmcbFEI5vTMlQfuftZ
ZNgyLYgUY4pYRP%2Ff9O00%2Fo%3D&amp;reserved=0 

 

Contacting us - Please email any updates rather than use Tapestry so that management 
get your messages, particularly if this is about attendance, illness or if you have any 
problems/concerns. We can then make a record and discuss this with you, Emma and I 
do not see every Tapestry post and if a keyperson isn’t in the next day or hasn’t looked 
at Tapestry outside of their working hours we will not know you have been in touch. The 
ladies already work long days so do not always look at Tapestry of an evening   We 
check emails at 8am every morning, alternatively please call us for a chat. Of course if 
it is just a general chat and you wish to talk with your keyperson please add to 
Tapestry! 

Nursery fees – The majority of you are absolutely brilliant and pay the correct amount, 
on time, making the director’s job so much quicker. Thank you, it is so appreciated. 
Unfortunately for a small number of parents they are receiving payments far too late 
or they are not the right amount. In line with our Pay Policy and Procedure can we ask 
that all payments are received by the end of the month in advance of the month you 
are paying for e.g. Fees for November should be paid by the end of October. Thank you 
for your anticipated understanding and support with this matter. 

Christmas Fair – This year we will be holding a Christmas (mini) fair! We are inviting you 
all to join us for a cup of tea and a mince pie, we hope lots of you will be able to pop in 
and celebrate with us, buy a few Christmas presents and see our wonderful Christmas 
displays! The event will take place on Saturday December 4th between 10am and 12am, 
so please come in and join us for a quick hello or mince pie. If any of you would like to 
have a small table (stall) to sell your crafts at the event please let us know, we will not 
be charging but would like a donation of a raffle prize to hold the table for you! You 
would need to arrive at 9.30am to get your table ready. Abacus will have a table and be 
selling Christmas crafts (made by the children) which is very exciting   We will be 
selling tickets for the event during November (£1 per adult and children free) so 



please invite you family and put the date in your calendar. Tickets will entitle you to a 
free drink and mince pie! More info in the Nov newsletter! 

Dates for your diary:- 

Spider and Pumpkin Week - Week beginning Monday 25th October will be all about 
spiders and pumpkins – this is our take on Halloween which we feel can be too scary for 
our age group. During this week children can dress up (in whatever they like) with staff 
dressing up and party tea on Friday 29th Oct.  

Children in Need – Friday 12th November. During this week we will be collecting 
donations for this valuable cause. We don’t want to be presumptuous but often get 
asked how much should be donated. We are thinking if everybody gave 50p-£1 we would 
raise a tidy sum. To make the most of Pudsy’s spots we will embrace patterns or 
pyjamas during Pudsey week! 

Christmas Jumper day is nationally Friday 11th December, this will continue into the 
next week to ensure every child can be involved. Hunt out those jumpers!!! Donations 
again but this time for Save the Children. 

Christmas Parties - Monday 20th, Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd December. Each 
day we will hold a Christmas party for the children (between 2-4), we will play 
traditional party games, make party hats and have lots of fun! We will also have a party 
tea each day at 3pm! If your child is not in and you wish to book we do have some space 
on the Monday afternoon.   

Please remember if you ever need a chat please get in touch   

Kind regards, 

Claire, Emma and the team 

P.S. All requests for donations are of course optional 

 
Our contact details: abacuschildrensnursery@outlook.com    
                                01823 288681                                
NSPCC: 0808 800 5000 
National Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0808 2000 247 
OFSTED: 0300 1231231 
Preventing Radicalisation & extremism in Somerset:prevent@somerset.gov.uk 
01823359879 
Somerset integrated domestic abuse services: 0800 694 9999 
Men’s advice line (domestic abuse): 0808 801 0327 
Children’s social care Somerset: 0300 123 2224 
 

 


